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Timber harvesting is not 
the primary cause of deforestation 

in any region in the world 

WWF. 2015. WWF Living Forests Report: Chapter 5 Saving Forests at Risk. 
http://assets.worldwildlife.org/publications/793/files/original/Report.pdf?1430147305&_ga=1.26569597.1522058232.1430426384. 
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Regions with the highest levels of 
industrial timber harvest and forest 

product output are also regions with 
the lowest rates of deforestation 

Ince, Peter. 2010. Sustainable development in the forest products industry, Chapter 2. Porto, Portugal : Universidade Fernando Pessoa, 2010: p. 29-41. ISBN: 9789896430528.
http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/pdf2010/fpl_2010_ince001.pdf
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“…we identified the rise in timber net 
returns as the most important factor 

driving the increase in forest areas [in the 
United States] between 1982 and 1997.” 

(Lubowski et al. 2008)



Net annual growth in U.S. forests is at or near double annual removals
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