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How has global forest cover changed over time?

. Current Forest
Cover (2000)
Forest is defined as having greater
than 30% tree cover, except for
sparse trees and parklands, where
forest cover must be between 10
and 30%.

. Original Forest Cover

Estimated forest cover between the
end of the last glacial period and
the rise of humans (about 10 000

years ago). Currently 3 2 % of land on earth is covered by forest

Source: UNEP GEO Data Portal, compiled from UNEP-WCMC Source: UNEP GEO Data Portal, compiled from FAOQ/FRA, 2005
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Annual change in forest area by country, 2010-2015




Timber harvesting is not
the primary cause of deforestation
in any region in the world

F. 2015. WWEF Living Forests Report: Chapter 5 Saving Forests at Risk.



http://assets.worldwildlife.org/publications/793/files/original/Report.pdf?1430147305&_ga=1.26569597.1522058232.1430426384

World shaped by forest products production
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Sources: Worldmapper & FAOStat, 2009



Regions with the highest levels of
industrial timber harvest and forest
product output are also regions with

the lowest rates of deforestation

Ince, Peter. 2010. Sustainable development in the forest products industry, Chapter 2. Porto, Portugal : Universidade Fernando Pessoa, 2010: p. 29-41. ISBN: 9789896430528.
http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/pdf2010/fpl 2010 ince001.pdf



http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/pdf2010/fpl_2010_ince001.pdf

“...we identified the rise in timber net
returns as the most important factor

driving the increase in forest areas [in the
United States]| between 1982 and 1997.”

(Lubowski et al. 2008)




Net annual growth in U.S. forests is at or near double annual removals

Net |al remov.

(215 billion board feet) (105 billion board feet)

@erelce =110 Billion Board Fee)

Source: Oswalt et al. (2014)

https://dovetailinc.org/portfoliodetail.php?id=5e28c33f3e165



https://dovetailinc.org/portfoliodetail.php?id=5e28c33f3e165

ew-:rld Growth in Consumption of
Principal Raw Materials, 1961-2017

Steel Cement Aluminum
4.9x 12.7% 12.7%

Source: Data for wood from FAO (2018); for cement, steel, and aluminum
from the U.5S. Geological Survey (2018); and for plastics from the
Association of Plastics Manufacturers in Eurcpe (2018), Wood
and plastics data are for 2016.
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