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Acknowledging Māori & Aotearoa 
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Land of Ring of Fire & Long White Cloud
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Globally-unique ecosystems
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The arrival of Māori 

5www.newzealand.com/au/Māori-culture



The arrival of Europeans 
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Landscape transformation
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Landscape transformation
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 38% forested (7% tree plantations)

 50% land area – farming

 dairying most profitable

 grazing most extensive

 changes ‘permissive’

 25% – conservation

 25% – other land uses

 plantations 2nd most profitable land use   



Tree plantations in the landscape
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Tree plantations in the landscape
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 1.7 M ha tree plantations

 90% radiata pine

 majority internationally-owned

 many TIMOs, others ...

 30% under Māori ‘control’
 mostly land, some tree, ownership



Tree plantations in the economy
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 7% GDP 
(primary production 30% GDP)

 50% log harvest exported

 China is main market

 domestic processing

“steady” 



TPL NZ focal issues 
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Māori forestry
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Māori forestry

14G Thorp 2014

Issues characteristic of first people and their lands

 respect, responsibility, holistic perspective

 cultural & social goals, as well as economic

 forestry as a means of empowerment,

& addressing historical disadvantage

 tree plantations part, but not all, of this ...



Māori forestry
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Priorities from recent hui:

 more effective cooperative structures

 greater & more effective use of Māori land

 greater Māori ownership/ control in forestry

 increased Māori capability in forestry

 an industry that meets Māori aspirations



Planted forests & climate change
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Planted forests & climate change
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One Billion Trees
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Sustainable intensification
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Sustainable intensification
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Aim: 

 grow economic value

 2x biological productivity

 maintain wood quality

Based on precision forestry

 integrated biological, 

operational, management, 

& utilisation elements 



In conclusion ...
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In conclusion ...
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In conclusion ...
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In conclusion ...
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In conclusion ...
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In conclusion: TPL NZ focal questions
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 What can we learn from Māori approach; 

what can we offer ...?

 What can 1BT offer & achieve

(beyond simply planting trees)?

 Can sustainable intensification deliver

(sustainably)?

 What can planted forests do for Paris

(& the world below 1.5oC)?


